


Letter to the Parents

The Florida Department of Transportation 
is pleased to bring you this informative and 
entertaining children’s activity book. This book 
is intended to help Florida children learn about 
the marine animals that make Pensacola Bay 
home, as well as introduce them to a few of the 
jobs that are involved in constructing a bridge. 
Contained within these pages are delightful 
pictures to color, interesting facts to learn, and 
puzzles to solve.

We encourage parents to guide their children 
in reading the book and working through the 
activities. There are also questions about each 
marine animal that parents can answer with 
their children to help them learn more about 
Pensacola Bay’s incredible marine life.

We hope that your family enjoys this book, and 
we thank you for supporting the Pensacola Bay 
Bridge construction project!



Letter to our Jr. Design Team

Colorful crabs, plucky pelicans and diving dolphins all live 
together in our Pensacola Bay. This book has fun pictures 
of these animals and more for you to color and trace. It is 
also packed with interesting mazes, word searches and lots 
of fascinating facts. 

Whether you are coloring, counting, or figuring out puzzles, 
we just know that you will have a great time with this book. 

Once you start the coloring book, you will become a 
member of the official Pensacola Bay Junior Design Team!

PENSACOLA BAY BRIDGEPENSACOLA BAY BRIDGE

DESIGN TEAMDESIGN TEAMDESIGN TEAM

Print your name in the box below.Print your name in the box below.
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Civil engineers design bridges, roads, skyscrapers  
and other things you see every day.

The tools Chloe uses are:

Chloe is a Civil Engineer

Computer Scale

Plans Books



Count the Crabs

2 53



Help Chloe Find Food



Danny
the Dolphin



Equipment operators drive or operate equipment and 
machinery to build and repair bridges, roads and more.

   The tools Danny uses are:

Danny is an Equipment Operator

Dump Truck

Excavator

Concrete TruckCrane
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Connect the Dots



Pablo
the Pelican



Construction inspectors examine things – such as buildings, 
bridges and roads – to make sure that they are safe. 

The tools Pablo uses are:

Pablo is a Construction Inspector

Ruler

Hard Hat

Plans

Pencil



Word Search
How many times can you find Pablo in the grid below? 

Color a pelican shape for each one you find.
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Homeward Bound
Pablo is ready to head home after a long day of work.  

Help him find his way back to his nest.
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Surveyors tell us how tall, how far away  
or how big something is.

The tools Stella uses are:

Stella is a Surveyor

Plans Scale Tripod
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What Does Stella See?
Use your imagination to draw what you think Stella sees.



Toby
the Sea Turtle



A construction scientist protects the animals  
near a construction site. 

The tools Toby uses are:

Toby is a Construction Scientist

Computer

Beaker

Test Tube

Microscope





Color by Number
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Milo
the Manatee



Construction workers build roads, bridges, skyscrapers  
and things we see every day.  

The tools Milo uses are:

Milo is a Construction Worker

Hard Hat

Plans

Safety Cones

Hammer



Manatee Maze



Which Picture is Different?
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3 4
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Olive
the Octopus



The construction supervisor makes sure  
the construction site is safe and productive.

      The tools Olive uses are:

Olive is a Construction Supervisor

Computer

Hard Hat

Plans

Pencil





Find two identical 
images. Only two  

are the same.



Find the correct shadow



Word Search
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Getting the Job Done
What does each worker use to do his or her job?

Cut and glue to match.

Civil engineers like Chloe 
design bridges.

Surveyors like Stella tell us 
how big something is.

Construction workers like 
Milo build bridges.

Supervisors like Olive make 
sure construction sites are safe.

Inspectors like Pablo 
examine bridges.

Construction scientists like 
Toby protect animals.



Want to Learn More?
To learn more about our Pensacola Bay marine animals, 

just turn the page for things to read  
and fill-in the blank puzzles. 



Blue Crab
 Habitat: Estuaries and salt marshes
 Weight: 1 to 2 pounds
 Length: Males can be 7 to 8 inches across;  
    females  
    are smaller in size
 Lifespan: 3 to 4 years in the wild
 Food:  Omnivores (mussels, snails, fish, plants)

Blue crabs can be found all the way from 
Massachusetts to Texas! Crabs like a mixture of 
saltwater and freshwater environments that are found 
on the Eastern and Southern shores of the US. Prized 
by humans for their sweet and tender meat, blue crabs 
are heavily fished. Their scientific name, Callinectes 
sapidus, means “savory beautiful swimmer.” 

Female blue crabs mate when their shells are soft. 
After mating, the babies can be hatched over a period 
of a year or more. Blue crabs also shed their old shells 
to get new ones. It takes two to three hours to shed 
the old shells. Blue crabs have teeth in their stomachs! 
It sounds gross, but that’s where they chew what  
they eat.



Chloe 
 the Crab

1. Chloe can be found living in _______________ 

and ________________. 

2. You can find Chloe’s teeth in her 

______________________.

3. There, you will find her eating __________,

___________, ___________ and ___________.

(Circle the correct answer.) 
Chloe the Blue Crab does not eat. 

Snails         Fish         Plants         Chicken

Show what 
you know.



Bottlenose Dolphin
 Habitat: Temperate and tropical waters
 Weight: 300 to 600 lbs.
 Length: 6 to 12 feet
 Lifespan: 20 to 40 years
 Food: Carnivore (fish, squid, crustacean)
 
Bottlenose dolphins are known for their short, thick 
beaks – hence the name “bottlenose.” Their mouths 
contain 18-26 pairs of sharp cone-shaped teeth on 
each side of their jaws. Bottlenose dolphins have great 
flexibility because they have fewer fused vertebrae 
in their necks than other dolphins have. Bottlenose 
dolphins are generally a dark gray on the upper parts 
of their bodies, which fades into a lighter gray on both 
sides of their bodies. 

Bottlenose dolphins are very social animals that 
are known for their carefree and playful behavior. 
Bottlenose dolphins can be seen living in groups called 
pods. These groups may contain only a few members 
or many hundreds when different pods meet up and 
join one another.



1. Bottlenose dolphins are call “bottlenose”  

because of their _____________ and   

_________ beaks.

2. Bottlenose dolphins live in groups called 

________.

(Circle the correct answer.)

3. How long can Danny, Bottlenose Dolphins grow? 
20 to 30 feet         6 to 12 feet         1 to 5 feet

Danny
the Dolphin

Show what 
you know.



Brown Pelican

 Habitat: Beaches, sandbars, islands, docks
 Weight: 30 pounds
 Length: Body - 5.8 feet; Wingspan, 10 feet
 Lifespan: 10 to 25 years in the wild
 Food:  Carnivores (fish, crustaceans, turtles)

Pelicans are one of the largest birds and have the 
largest bills of all birds. The bill can reach 18 inches 
in length. Underneath the bill, pelicans have a throat 
pouch that can hold three gallons of water. The pouch 
is mainly used for feeding, but it can be also used as a 
“cooling device.” During the warm days, pelicans will 
swing their pouches to cool themselves.

The pelican is easily recognized by its large body, short 
legs with webbed feet and a wingspan of 10 feet. 
Pelicans’ webbed feet are used for swimming and 
diving. Pelicans can eat four pounds of fish per day. 
They are very social birds and live in large colonies 
composed of several hundred birds.



1. How many gallons of water can Pablo  

the Pelican hold in his throat pouch?  _______

2. The Brown Pelican’s webbed feet are used for 

_______________ and ________________.

(Circle the correct answer.)

3. Pablo the Brown Pelican can live for: 
3 to 4 years     10 to 25 years     50 to 100 years

Pablo
the Pelican

Show what 
you know.



Gulf Sturgeon

 Habitat: Florida Gulf waters
 Weight: 200 pounds
 Length: Up to four feet
 Lifespan: Up to 60 years
 Food: Bottom feeders (brachiopods,  
  mollusks, amphipod, polychaete  
  worms, crustaceans)
 Status: Endangered
 
Sometimes called the “Living Dinosaur,” the Gulf 
Sturgeon is a large fish that has bony plates rather 
than scales. Their snouts are hard. The Gulf Sturgeon’s 
mouth is tube-like and toothless. It operates like a 
vacuum and can suck shrimp and other food from  
their burrows. 

The sturgeon’s backbone is cartilaginous like that of a 
shark, and it has fins like a shark has. Sturgeons range 
from light neutral to dark brown and have a white 
belly.

A Gulf Sturgeon can jump six feet out of the water.



1. Where does Stella, the Gulf Sturgeon live? 

 _____________________________________ 

2. Stella does not have ordinary scales,  

she is covered with ___________ plates.

3. What does Stella, the Gulf Sturgeon’s  

“Endangered” status mean? ______________ 

______________________________________

Stella
the Sturgeon

Show what 
you know.



Loggerhead Turtle

 Habitat: Open oceans and estuaries
 Weight: 170 to 350 pounds
 Length: 31 to 45 inches
 Lifespan: 50 Years or more
 Food: Jellyfish, sponges, shellfish,  
  shrimp, squid, barnacles,  
  sea urchins and sea weed.
 Status: Endangered
 
The Loggerhead Turtle is readily identified by its 
reddish brown coloration and broad head.  Within their 
heads are powerful jaws, which loggerheads use for 
crushing prey like conchs, horseshoe crabs, and other 
animals with hard shells. They also eat softer foods like 
jellyfish, fish, seaweed, and a brown algae 

When laying eggs, loggerhead turtle uses it front 
flipper to clear an area for the eggs and back flippers to 
dig a nesting area.   

The loggerhead is thought to be the largest living  
hard-shelled turtle.  



(Circle all that apply.)

1. How can the loggerhead turtle be identified? 
Reddish Brown Color             Small head

Pink Lips             Large, Broad Head

2. When laying eggs the mama loggerhead turtle 

uses her back flippers to  _______ a nesting area. 

3. The ______________ turtle is the largest  

living hard-shelled turtle. 

Toby
the Sea Turtle Show what 

you know.



Manatee

 Habitat: Florida’s coastal waters
  Weight:  1,500 to 1,800 pounds
  Length:  10 to 12 feet
  Lifespan:  50 to 60 in the wild
  Food:   Sea grass, freshwater vegetation

The manatee is a marine mammal. Manatees are found 
in shallow coastal areas and rivers where they feed 
on sea grass, mangrove leaves and algae. They like to 
live in warm waters, and they go to the surface of the 
water every three to five minutes to breath. However, 
they can hold their breath for up to 20 minutes. 

They are grayish brown in color and have thick, wrinkled 
skin. Their front flippers help them steer or sometimes 
crawl through shallow water. They also have powerful 
flat tails that help propel them through the water. 
Even though they have small eyes and no outer ears, 
manatees are thought to see and hear quite well.

Manatees communicate by squealing under water to 
demonstrate fear, stress or excitement.



1. Milo, the Manatee, eats __________________, 

________________ and ______________. 

2. Milo uses his front  ____________to steer  

or crawl through water.

3. Where does Milo, the Manatee live? ________

____________________________________

Milo
the Manatee Show what 

you know.



Octopus

 Habitat: Bottom of ocean floor – warm waters
 Weight: 8.8 pounds to 33 pounds
 Length: Four feet across – arms outstretched
 Lifespan: 12 to 18 months
 Food:  Bottom feeders; Crustaceans
 Status:  Endangered

Octopuses are invertebrates, which means that they 
are boneless. Octopuses are very intelligent, and they 
can solve problems and use  tools. 

The Octopus is bilaterally symmetric with two eyes 
and a beak. Its mouth at the center point of the arms, 
which are called tentacles. Their eight tentacles trail 
behind them as they swim. 

Octopus have three hearts and very keen eyesight. 
They have an excellent sense of touch and can taste 
everything they touch. To hide from predators, 
Octopuses can camouflage themselves to easily blend 
in with their surroundings.



(Circle the correct answer.)

1. Olive the Octopus has:
Many bones         No bones         One bone

2. Olive’s arms are called  __________________.

3. Olive the Octopus uses camouflage to hide

from his predators. What does “camouflage” 

mean? _______________________________

Olive
the Octopus

Show what 
you know.
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